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EzerieL 1 > 


1 T 2 is > the Hivike creature, that I ſaw 75 * 
God of Hrael, by the river of Chebar ; Cana . 
knew that ma were the 2 Yu 


ES N E ING WIL to 40 bs 15 
= 8 to you, my Brother, on this occa- 
g ſion, relative to the miniſterial 
. AN character you bear, and to the _ 
. work you have been called to, and to tge 
office you have been at this time inveſtd | 
with; my thoughts have been led to this pa- 
ſage of ſcripture. This is the living creature; or 
Creatures, the ſingular for the plural; for there 
Vere four living creatures which Exeſiel ſaw | 
in the viſion he refers to; theſe he /aw under _ 
the God of Iſrael, under a firmament over the 
heads of theſe creatures; above which was 
the a pearance of a man in a moſt glorious 
and uſer ious form; and who was no other 
than the Son of Gow, who was to be incar- _ 
nate, and here called the God of 1ſroel; and 
_ which is no inconſiderable proof ot our Lord's 
proper Deity, for the God of Iſruel muſt be the 
true Gop: this viſion the 1 had by be 
4 r1ver of Chebar ; a river in Chaldea, 1 e thgjge 
„ captive 


= 


| 4 The Dein of hs Gerte 


captive Jews aſſembled, and Ezekiel with them; 
and when he had the viſion as now 9 5 9 


to him, the objects in it became more fa- 
miliar to him; and he more wiſtly looked 
at them, and perceived and was well aſſured, 


tunat the living creatures he ſaw were the 


Cherubim; or were of * the fame: form and 


L figure with the Cherubim in the tabernacle 


: 0 
8 4 . 


of Moſes and temple of Solomon; for hongh 


he was not an high-prieſt, only a common 


+ prieſt, and ſo could never have ſeen the 
__. Cherubiminthe moſt holy place himfelf, yet 

= Ke! might have had an account of them from 
an high-prieſt who had ſeen them; and be- 
Hides there were figures of the Cherubim 
carved upon the walls of the temple all a- 


round, and upon the doors of it; which, as 


His buſineſs was to be frequently | in the tem- 


ple, he muſt have often ſeen, and full well 
new them. See alſo ver. 1 5. where the 
Late is affirmed as here. 
1T may ſeem ſtrange to you at firſt, that. 
I ſhould read ſuch a paſſage of ſcripture on 


ſiuch an occaſion; but it will not appear ſo 


= long, when 1 inform you that my intention 
s, by opening and explaining the emblems 
' of the Cherubim, to lay before you the qua- 
' Tifications, duties, work, and uſefulneſs of the 
Miniſters of the Goſpel; to make way for 
which, it will be proper to inquire what the 
Cherubim were, and what they ſignified ; in 
. -.. order to which we muſt look both backwards 
5 and d forwards, to the e account of them? in 1 ſerip- | 


ture, 


Pay? and explaingd, 6 5 


ture, both before and after theſe viſions of 
Exebiel. The account begins early, proceeds 
gradually, and by degrees becomes more clear, 


_ 'diſtin&, and perfect. The firſt mention of 


- We: Cherubim is in Gen. iii. 24. quickly after 
the fall of man, and at his expulſion from 
the garden of Eden; when Jehovah placed at 
the eaſt of the garden of Eden, Cherubim and a 
flaming ſword, which turned every way, to keep 
the way of the tree of life ; but we are not told 


1 what cls Cherubim were, whether real crea= _ 
tures or only figures, nor what their form, 
nor their number (a), only their poſition at 

9 the eaſt of the garden of Eden, and their uſe, 

10 keep the way of the tree of life, the meaning 


of which will be given hereafter; only it may 


be obſerved, that Moſes calls them the Cheru= —* 
bim (b), for the word in the original has the 
pPrepoſitive and emphatic article; as if they '_ 


were well known, as they were to Moſes, and 


might be to the people of 77-ae/ through him, 
who could inform them of them; for the 


book of Geneſis was written after 22 had 
the order to make the Cherubim, and place 
them with the mercy- ſeat over the ark in the 


5 holy of holies, as related in Exodus xxv. 18 _ 


222. from whence we learn that the Che- To 
rubim were figures of winged creatures; that 


they were in number two; that they were 


0 made of gold, of the dame maſs with the 
; mercy- 


(4) In the 8 of Jonathan and Halden on the e place 2 
they are ſaid to be two. * _ 
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IK, 
mercy- ſeat; that they ſtood at both ends of 
tit, looking to one another and to that, and 
|... overſhadowed it with their wings; and were 
ſo placed as to make a ſcat for the divine 
M.,jeſty, who took up his reſidence here, and 
tberefore after wards is often deſcribed by him 
that dwelleth between the Cherubim. The ſame 
figures were ſet in the moſt holy place in 
: 8 temple; and where alſo were two 
others of a larger ſize, made not of gold, but 
oO olire- wood gilded, and whoſe wings ex- 
tended and touching each other, reached 
from one fide of the holy of holies to thge 
bother; but ſtill we are at a loſs for the exact 
form of theſe figures: this is ſupplied in the 
©, viſions of Ezekiel related in this and in the 
„ chapter; in which four living creatures, 
he aſſerts to be the Cherubim, are particularly 
= ,deſcribed by their faces, their wings, their 
hands, and their feet, and by the ſhining ap- 
pearance of the whole; but ſtill we are left 
in the dark what theſe creatures were em- 


The Dodtrine of the CHERUBIM 


!ems of, until the Goſpel-diſpenſation took 


eee which brings dark things into light; 

when Jebn had a viſion ſimilar to thoſe of 
Ezsekiel, with a very little variation; in which 
be bad a more perfect view of the living 


creatures, and which gives a more exact de- 
ſcription of them, of their ſituation and em- 
ployment; that they were round about the 


tthrone of Gop, were rational creatures, and 
8 ſpiritual and conſtant 2 of the di- 


vine Being, or however, emblems of ſuch; 


with other marks and circumſtances, by 5 
vhich it may be known with ſome certainty, 

who they were, or who are intended by them. 

The viſion is related in Rev. iv. 69. and is 
the key to the interpretation of the Cheru- 


© + ; 
g * 


” bim. Proms whence it appears, FAY 


= 


Fir, T HAT theſe: were not emblems of Z 
7 the divine perſons in the Godhead, It is a 
fancy that ſome of late have embraced, and! 
= greatly elated with it, as a wonderful diſs 
covery; that the Cherubim are an hierogly- 
phic, the three faces of the ox, lion, and 


eagle, of the Trinity of perſons in the Dei- 


and the face of a man joined to them, 
of the Incarnation of the Son of Gop; and 
would have the word Cherubim pronounced 
Ce-rubbim, and tranſlated as the mighty ones 
but this 1s a mere fancy and a falſe notion. 5 5 


8 For, 


bin. Vl. 8 Four beaſts, or has living a crea- _ 

Þ nad) as the word ſhould be rendered, for 

that of beaſts is an uncomely tranſlation, the 

_ fame with Ezekzel's living creatures, and 

which he affirms to be the Cherubim, are 
repreſented as worſhippers of the divine e- 

ing, and therefore cannot be emblems of the 


object of worſhip. They are ſaid not only 


to be about the throne of God, and to ad- 
mire and adore the attribute of holineſs, and 
1. it to o the aan Ring ; war to give 


e * glory, 


| opened and explained. * | of * 
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"Wa honour; and thanks to him; to fall 


before the Lamb in a worſhipping poſture, | 
and to give the lead to others in divine wor- 
_ thip, See Rev, Av, 8, 9 16: and: *. 8, Thy 1 
a 


maanifeſtly diſtinguiſhed from the divine e- 
ing they are repreſented as the ſeat or throne 
don which he its, and as a vehicle in Whiel! 
he rides; fo they are deſeribed at the firſt 
mention of them in Gen. ill. 24. where the 
words may be rendered, he, Jehovah, inba- 
ABited the Cherubim, or Grit with, over, or 
between them (c); and ſo he did in the Che- 
| rubim over the mercy- ſeat, from between 
which he promiſed to commune with Moſes; 
and therefore, as before obſerved, is often 
| __ deſcribed as dwelling between the Cherubim, 
and on which he is ſaid to ride. See Exodus = 
Ax. 22. Pſalm Ixxx. 1. and xviil. 10. and 
here the living creatures in my text are faid 
to be under the God of Jjratl, and ſo diſtincct 
from him; and in hs viſion are deſerib- 
ed as about the throne of God, and as diſ- 
tinct from him that ſat! upon it; and the 
te Sebi in Jaiab's vifion, the ſame with the 


*h The Dattrine of the. CurnoBI 


down and worſhip GoD, yea to fall down 


. Tar ( Cn FRET Bo VI places rh 


Cberubim here, are alſo diftinguiſhed from the "= 


LoD fitting on @ throne high: aud hfted up; l 
_____ and are repreſented asc attendants on Him, 
"TT and. Aer 88 of per: h vi. 5 2,73 


E 8113-0131 [= 4 ; 
= Vide Tesa — 3. e. 7. p mY 257. - 


. and explained, = 7 9 


4, LF. the Cherubim could be thought to 


* emblems of a plurality in the Deity, they 
would be emblems, not of a trinity of per ſons, 


but rather of a quaternity, ſince the Cheru- 
bim had four t 


the moſt incomprehenſible to us, a Trinity 


olf perſons in the Deity; and would furniſh —_ 
with an anſwer to ſuch a queſtion, ſug- _ 

geſted as unanſwerable, To whom then will _ 

ye liken God? or .what likeneſs will je compare 


oith him? Iſa. xl. 18, 25. and xlvi. 5. for then 


aces each diſtinct from one 

another; yea John's four living creatures 
were four diſtinct animals, each having a 
diſtinct head and face; and the face of a man, 
both in his and Ezekiel s living creatures is as 
diſtinct a face as any of the reſt ; and if they 
were emblems of perſons, that muſt be. ſo 

too; whereas the human nature of CuRIsT, 

this is ſaid to be an emblem of, is no perſon; = 

_  CHnk1sT did not take an human perſon, but 
an human nature into union with his divine 
EY perſon for reaſons that might be given; much 

| leſs is it a perſon in the Godhead, as this ſup- 

poſed emblem would make it to be. Beſides, 

| the human nature in Cur1sT is his inferior 
| nature, whereas the face of the man in the 

Cherubim is the ſuperior face, the reſt bei = 

= faces of irrational animals. „ 

"i Ir the Cherubim were an . — 

1 5 of the Trinity, this would give a ſimilitude of Rf 

the divine Being, and of that in him which! = 
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* t might be replied, to the Cherubim; but 


— 4... 


10 The Dedtrine of the CimruBIN 
1 there is no likeneſs of Gon, nor any to be 
made of him; though the Son of Gop often 


appeared in an human form, and in the ful- 7 


nels of time became incarnate ; and the holy 


HGhoſt once deſcended as a 40%; yet the 


Father's ſhape was never ſeen at any time, 


John v. 37. This notion alſo is repugnant 
to the ſecond command, which forbids the 


making any likeneſs of any thing that is in : 


heaven above, Exod. xx. 4. and then moſt 


: certainly forbids the making of any likeneſs 


| of the divine Being. Suppoſing the Cheru- 
bim at the garden of Eden were made by 
Gov himſelt, as thoſe in the tabernacle and 


| temple were made by his order; yet he would 


never make nor order to be made ſuch as he 


| forbid, which he muſt, if they bore the ſimi- 
F Jitude of him; but the truth is, the Cheru- 
L bim were not a likeneſs of any thing above in 

heaven, nor of any thing on earth; there 


never having been ſeen nor known by any 
man on earth, as Foſepbus (d) affirms, any 


ſuch creature whom they deſcribe; and 


ga certain Jewiſh, (e) writer obſerves, the 


5 making of them came not under the inter- = 
dict or prohibition of the ſecond command; 


which if made in the hkeneſs of GO it 


would. 


. To all which may be added, 7 hs | 
Cherubim were known emblems of the Tri- 
nity, 


@ Antiq. 1 e. 6 $c. 


. Iſaac Miofiides 600 Selden, de hae! Nat, & Gent: A 
e | 7 


opened and explained, 11 
nity, it can hardly be thought that any man 
would take the name of Cherub to himſelf, 
or impoſe it on any of his family, or ſhould 
be ſo called by others; yet we find a man 
with his family of this name, Ezra ii. 59. 
| Neb. vii. 61. and till leſs would it be given, 
as it is, to Antichriſt, the antitype of the King 
of Tyre, the man of fin and ſon of perdition, 


Esel. xxvili. 14. where he is called the anointed. 
FE Cherub ; which can never be in alluſion to the 
diinne Being, a and the perſons in the God- 


| head; but may be inglluſion to the Miniſters KW 
[0 the word, the Cherubim are the emblem is 


of, as will be preſently ſeen ; ſince he is an 
c tlleſiaſtical perſon, calls himſelf a Biſhop, 


Ft 7 Nor, 


an univerſal Biſhop, CurisT's anointed Vi- 
car, and head of the Church, the ſole and 
55 infallible * of the ſacred Scriptures. | 


3 1 the 3 meant 1 che 


5 eee though this is a much better 


ſenſe than the former, and has been gene- : 


rally received by Jews and Chriſtians ; ; and | 


 whathasled many to embrace this ſenſe is, the 1 


ſuppoſed alluſion to the Cherubim looking 


to the mercy-ſeat, 1 Pet. 1. 12. where men- 
tion is made of angels being deſirous to look _ 
into the myſteries of grace; though it may _ 
be obſerved that Miniſters of the word are 
ſometimes lo called, and may be there meant: 


however, N $ four 3 creatures cannot 


* 


12 The Doctrine of the CurRunim 
be angels, ſince they are ſo often diſtinguiſh- 
ed from them; not only by their names, the 
one being called angels, and the other living 
creatures in the ſame place; but alſo by their 
ſituation, the living creatures are repreſented 
aàlzã⁊ĩ⁴m neareſt to the throne of Gop, and round 
about it, then the four and twenty elders next 
to them, and round about them, and then 
| the angels as round about both; but what 
puts it out of all doubt is, that theſe living 
creatures are by themſelves owned to be re- 
| deemed to Gop by the blood of the Lamb, 
| out of every kindred and tongue, people and 
nation: which cannot be ſaid of angels; for 
ads they never ſinned, they never ſtood in need 
of the blood of Cur1sT to redeem them. See 
Rev. v. 8, 9, 11. and vil. 11. and xv. 7 


1 Wherefore, e 


Tura, Sincs the four and twenty elders 
in the viſions of John are the repreſentatives 
of Goſpel-churches, ſo called in alluſion to 
. the twenty four courſes of the Prieſts, and 
the twenty four ſtations of the Levites, fixed 
in the times of David; who, as they in turn 

attended the ſervice of the temple, repreſented 
the whole body of the people of Mael; fo 

_ . theſe twenty four elders before the throne, 
and im the temple of Gop, repreſent the whole 
l | Jjrael of Gop, all the members of the Goſpel- 
& Cchurch-ſtate from firſt to laſt ; and ſince the 
four living creatures are clearly ane 5 
1 e W 


from them both by name and 
and by giving the lead to them in divine 


creatures, or the Cherubim (. 


to be the truth of the matter. As, 


ed by us (g). 


s Ihe . * Oecon. Fader, 1. 4. c. 6. § 44. 


Expoſition of the Revelation, p. 5, 
Creatures to be the officers of * * CD. 


ru“ ey 


| fend and we a. 
by ſituation, 


ER as miniſters of the word do to the 
churches ; it remains, that the Miniſters of 
the Goſpel only can be meant by the living 
See Rev. 
iv. 4, 6,9, 10. and v. 8, 11, 14. and vii 11. 
and by conſidering the ſeveral places where 
they are made mention of, this will appear : 


I. Gen. ili. 24. where they are firſt ſpoken _ 
. and are ſaid to be placed af zhe eaſt of the 
| go of Eden, with a flaming ſword, to keep 
the way of the tree of life; J am quite content 
to have the phraſe rendered, 70 obſerve the way 
of the tree of life, as the word i is often tranſlat= 
The flaming ſword may be an 
emblem of the ſword of the Spirit, which is 
the word of Gop, and which is ſharper than 
a two edged ſword, and has itfelf two edges, 
Law and Goſpel; by the one, when it enters 
3 and cuts deep, is the knowledge of ſin, and of 
the ſad conſequences of it, and leaves a ſenſe 
gl of Wer and Trey: indignation; and by the 
85 3 other, . 


| 6 JI I: am | not alone i in this ſentiment; Dr Lightfoot i or the 
y fame opinion, Preſpect of the Temple, c. 38. Pfeiffer Dub. 

Vexat. cent. 4. loc. 4. p. 407. Oſiander in ib. and ſo Vitringa mn 
La. vi- 2. though of another mind are, Witſius in Egyptiac. J. 
A385 and Mare. 
Kkius, F e Piſlertat, diſ.24. 4 17, &c. but Dr Goodwin in his 
6. takes John's four ** 95 
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14 The Doctrine of the Curnunim | 
other, the knowledge of Cur1sT and falva- 
tion by him, and is called the Goſpel of fal- 
vation; and the flame of it may denote the 
light, heat and glory, which are in the word 
when accompanied with a divine influence 
fo the Cherubim may be an hieroglyphic of 
the miniſters of it; and it is the ſenſe of ſome, 
both Jews and Chriſtians (), that the mi- 
nniſtry of the word is referred to and intend- 
ea by the whole. When Adam had ſinned, 
be was driven out of the garden of Eden to 
Prevent his cating of the tree of life, leſt he 
ſhould imagine that by that action of his, his 
lle was preſerved and continued, and would 
be for ever; teaching him thereby, that he 
Was not to expect ſalvation and eternal life 
by any acts and works of his own, nor by 
any creature, nor by any outward mean: 
and Cherubim were placed without the gar= 
den, not to guard the way of the tree of life 
= literally underſtood, or to prevent Adam's 
{ acceſs unto it; that was ſufficiently done by 
his being driven out of it; but to obſerve and 
Point out to him, for his comfort and relief, 
the way to a nobler tree of life than that in 
the garden; to the true antitypical tree of life 
Cuxkisr Ixsus, that tree of life that ſtands in 
the midſt of the paradiſe of Gop, the church, 
of which every overcomer of ſin, Satan and > 
the world, may take and eat, Revelat. ii. 7. 
1 Cunler the wiſdom and word of Gop, Who 


18 f 
0 Vide Fagium ; in loe. — : 


/ 


"Hed ond e 1 


zs a tree of life, the author and giver of life 
eternal to all thoſe that lay hold by faith up- 
on him; and happy is every one that ſo do- 
ing retains him, Prov. ini. 18. even CurisT 
1 way, the truth, and the life, the true way 
to eternal life. Now the Cherubim were in 
this emblems of Miniſters of the Goſpel, the _ 
ſervants of the moſt high Gop; whoſe work = 
it is to ſhew unto men the way of life and 
ſalvation by Jrsus CuRISr. Rp 
Ax this is the buſineſs that you, my! Bro- . 
ther, ſhould be conſtantly employed in, in 
inſtructing men that they are not to be ſauv- 
eld by their own works, duties and ſervices; 
that Gop faves and calls men, not according 
to their works, but according to his purpoſe 
and grace; that men are to expect the par- 
don of ſin, not on the account of their re- 
pentance and humiliation, but through the 
blood of Curisr, and according to the riches 
of Goy's grace; that by the deeds bf the law no 
 feſh living can be fuſtified in the ſight of Goo = 
but that a man is juſtified by faith in the 
_ righteouſneſs of CuR1sT, without the deeds 
of the law; that men are not ſaved by the 
bedſt works "of righteouſneſs done by en . 
but by the abundant mercy and free grace of 
So, through CHRIST. You are to acquaint 
| that you are concerned with, that ſalva- 
tion is by CHRIST alone; that Gop has cho- 
ſien and appointed him to be his ſalvation to 
{ the ends of the earth; ; and that he has ap- 
| pointed 


. 


7 
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pointed men to ſalvation alone by him; chat 

hae has ſent him into the world to be the 4 
viour of them; this is the faithful ſaying, and 

. worthy of all acceptation, you are to publiſh and 

proclainn, that CHRIST came into the world to 

. ſave the' chief of finners ; and that by his obe- 


dience, ſufferings and death, he is fs the 


author of eternal ſalvati on to them; and that : 


ſtzcere is ſalvation in him and in no other; and 


that there is no other name 22 under beaven YH 


among men whereby they can a lt Souls ſen- 


ſible of fin and dang who are crying. 


out, What ſhall we 1 0 2 70 ſaved: ? you are to 
bbſerve and point out CnRIST the tree of life 
unto them; and ſay as ſome of the Cherubs 
dlid to one in ſuch circumſtances, Believe n 
tze Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and thou ſhalt be ſaved, 
Acts xvi. 31. Your work is to lead men, 
under a ſenſe of fin and guilt, to the blood of = 


CurisT, ſhed for many for the remiſſion of 


DT ſin; and in his name you are to preach the 


= forgiveneſs of it to them; you are to dire 


believers under your care, to go by faith daily 
to CurisrT the Mediator, and deal with the 
= blood of ſprinkling for the remiſſion of their 
1 | fins, and the cleanſing of their ſouls; which 


ſprinkled on them ſpeaks peace and pardon, i 
purges the conſcience from dead works, and 
cleanſes from all ſin. Vou are to point out 
the righteouſneſs of Cuxls T, as the only juſ- 
tifying righteouſneſs of men, by whoſe, obe- 
dience . men are made righteous ; ; the 


miniſtra- — 


. cd optics. ©'+ - oP 


' miniſtration of the Goſpel is a miniſtration 
| of righteouſneſs, even of the righteouſneſs of 
CuR1sT, which is revealed in it from faith 
do faith; and ſuch ſhould be your miniſtra- 
tion. You are to acquaint men, that this 
righteouſneſs is unto all and upon all that 
believe, and that ſuch are juſtified from al! 
things by it from which they could not be juſti- 
fied by the lau of Moſes ; and that the accept= 
ance of men with Gop is only in CHRRISπt 
the beloved. You are to obſerve to men the _ 
| atoning facrifice of the Son of Gop, and to 
direct them as one of the Cherubs did, 
pointing to him, and ſaying, Behold the Lomb 
| of God, which taketh away the fin of the world, 
| John1. 29. to bid them view the ſin-bearing 
and ſin-denying Saviour, and look to the _ 
Lamb in the midſt of the throne as though RI 
be had been ſlain; by whoſe ſlain facriiice |} 
ſin is put away, and they perfected for ever 
that are ſanctified. But more of this 7 
be obſerved, 5 robs 
mo the account of the Cherdblin” over 
the mercy-ſeat in Exod. xxv. 18, Sc. there __ 
| they are ſaid to be to, and were emblems of 5 1 
the Prophets of the Old Teſtament, and of | 
ay Apolites of the New, with their ſucceſſors, 
the Miniſters of the word in all generations; 5 
between whom there is an entire harmony 
| and agreement; the Prophets ſpoke of the 
ſufferings of CURIST, and the glory that 
rw follow ; and the * Paul, CI 
c e 


18 The Doftfine of". the Grp 


the other Apoſtles, ſaid no other things tban 
what Moſes and the Prophets did ſay, that 
Cugtsr ſhould ſuffer, and be the firſt that 
ſmould riſe from the dead; they both agreed 
in laying miniſterially Carr as the founda- 
tion, and in directing men to build their faith 
and hope upon him, as well as they them- 
ſelves were laid on him; and therefore he is 
called the foundation ,. the Apo les and Prophets, 
E ph. ui. 20. even as the mer 'y-ſeat was the 
baſis on which the two benni ſtood, and 
by which they were ſupported: and it may 
be obſerved, in agreement with the number 
of the Cherubim, that the ſeventy diſciples of 
Cnxlsr were ſent forth by him 70 by 7wo to 
. preach his Goſpel, and the Miniſters of the 
word that propheſy in ſackcloth duri ing the 
reign of Antichriſt, are called the 7po wit= 
neſſes, Luke x. 1. Rev. xi. 3. and the addition 
of two other Cherubim of a larger ſize in 


fection of the goſpel- -miniſtry, and the larger 
number of goſpel-miniſters, in the goſpel- 
church of the New Teſtament, of which 5 
bumon's temple was a type. The matter of 
Which the Cherubim over the mercy-ſeat- 
were made was pure gold, and of the ſame 
maſs with the mercy-ſeat; denoting the rich 
gifts and graces of the Spirit, with which 
MIiniſters of the Goſpel are qualified for their 
> work 3. and which are of the ſame kind and 
Es The nature with thoſe of Cuz 1sT as man, only. 
"TT 2 . his nd and the rich 5 
. ure 


Solomou s temple, may ſigniſy the greater per- : 


F 4 - 


opened and explained. 19 
ſure put into theſe earthen veſſels, and the 
precious truths of the Goſpel, comparable to 

gold, ſilver and precious ſtones, committed to 

their truſt to miniſter. The uſe of the Che- 
rubim was to overſhadow the mercy- ſeat, 
and therefore they are called he Cherubim off 

glory ſhadowing the mercy-ſeat, Heb. ix. 5. which 


they did with their wings; denoting in Mi- 


niſters their miniſtrations, the readineſs and 


chearfulneſs of them; the Cherubim looked _ 


towards one another, and towards the _— 
| ſeat, and pointed to that. 
Ap this, my Brother, is a principal part . 


#7 of your work, as one of the Cherubs, to di- 
8 r to CHRIST the mercy-ſeat, the channel 
of the grace and mercy of God to the ſouls 
| of men; as Gop /et forth ChRISH in his eter- 
| nal purpoſes and decrees 10 be a propitiation, 
uni, Rom. 11.25. the ſame word the Greek 
| interpreters uſe for the mercy-ſeat in Exodus 


| xxv. ſo you are to ſet him forth in your mt- : 


niſtrations. as the propitiation, Pr opinztory, | 
and. mercy-leat ; let the mercy-feat be ever 
in view; keep in ſight in all your miniſtra- 


tions the doctrine of ajonement and ſatisfac- 
tion by the blood and ſacrifice of CHRIST; 


let this be the pole-ſtar by which you ſteer 
the courſe of your miniſtry ; direct fouls to 
the throne of grace, to the mercy-ſeat, to Go 
in CHRIST, where they may hope to find 
grace and mercy to help them in time of 
ed and for your. encouragement the 
12 vo 1 the 
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20 The Doctrine of the Cutruni 
the ſituation of the Cherubim, they were 
upon the mercy- ſeat, at the ends of it, being 
beaten out of the ſame maſs of gold with 
that; denoting the nearneſs of Miniſters to 
1 0 Curr, their union to him and dependence 
_ him, and ſupport by him, who holds the 
ſtars in his right hand: and alſo his pre- 
ſence with them; for between the Cherubim 
the Shekinah, or glorious Majeſty of Gor, 
dwelt ; and CurisT has promiſed to be with 


— miniſters unto the end of the — But 5 
1; go on, LE 


To conſider the living creatures in 1 the 5 


Viuoiſfions of Ezekiel and Jobn, called the he- 
rrubim; and who will appear to be proper 
emblems of the Miniſters of the Goſpel, by 
„ conſidering their names and number, their 
form in general, and the ſeveral parts by = 
e _ they are deſcribed in particular. 


„Trix names and number.. 
it ) WHarT both John and Ezekiel ſaw are 


called living creatures; for the d in John's = 
viſion exactly anſwer to the rum in Ezehel's, 
and both ſignify animals that have life and : 
breath: miniſters of the word are creatures, 
both as men and as miniſters; as men they 
1 85 bros the creatures of Gop, as others; though 


pot are the ambaſſadors of Gop, and ſtand 
is ſtead, yet they are men and not gods, 


frail, mortal men: the prophets, do they live for 
: cir? no; they are alſo finful men, as the 


yum Peter, one of the — owned 
himſelf 


opened and explained. To 
himſelf to be; and men of like paſſions with 


others, as the apoſtle Paul, another of the 
Cherubs, acknowledges; and therefore al- 


Ilowances muſt be made for their weakneſſes 
and infirmities; and they are creatures as 


miniſters, they are made ſo, not by themſelves 


— by other men: Paul an apoſtle, not of men, 


neither by man, but by Jeſus Chrift, and God the 
Father, Gal. i. 1. he did not thruſt himſelf 


| into the miniſtry, but Gop put him into it; 


nor did he become a miniſter of the word by 


| his own attainments, not by all the learning 


"-. acquired at the feet of Gamaliel, or elſe- 


where; but he was made a miniſter, as he 


2 himſelf fays, according to the gift of the grace 4 ” 
M 


God given unto him, Eph. iii. 6, 7. and ſo all 
that are made alſo miniſters of the New Te „a- 
munent, are made ſo of Gop; for they are not 

ſufficient of themſelves, but their fu ufficiency i 


of God, 2 Cor. iii. 5, 6. And they are living 


creatures, they are regenerated, quickn ed, 


and have ſpiritual life in them, and ſo ſay 


the things which they have ſeen, and heard, 
and felt, which if unregenerate they would 


| not be able to do: and it is requiſite they 


ſhould be lively 1 in their miniſtrations ; it is 


moſt comfortable to themſelves, and beſt for 
thoſe to whom they miniſter, when they are 


1 lively in their frames, lively in the exerciſe of 
grace, and in the diſcharge of duty; when 
they are fervent in ſpirit, while they are ſerv- 


= ing ie Lord their Gop; and under a divine 
— ee : nflu- | 
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22 The DoFrine of the CurkuzII 
influence, they are he favour of life unto life; 


the inſtruments and means of quickning dead 

ſinners, and of reviving and refreſhing droop- 

ing ſaints; and happy are thoſe that ſit un- 
der the miniſtry of the living creatures, re- 


generate men, the living and Went, Miniſ- 


ters of the Goſpel. 


2.) THESE living Fave are el pf 


F Exzetiel affirms they were the Che- 
rubim, and he knew them to be ſo. Many 
are the etymologies given of this word, and 
15 1 is difficult to come at the true meaning of 
it. I ſhall not trouble you with every thing 
3 woke is ſaid (7), only what may ſeem proper, 
ſuitable, and pertinent. And, 1. P th the 
Jeu ſays, (4), the Cherubim ſignify much 
knowledge; and in which ſenſe he is followed 
by many ancient writers (), who interpret 
the word of /arge knowledge, and fulneſs of it; 
but for what reaſon, I muſt own, I cannot. 
ſee; but be it ſo, this I am ſure of, the Mi- 
mers of the Golgel. have need l of a large 
| ſhare 
60 The Talmud in 8 fol. 13. 2. Sec 1 
| 2.  fay, the Cherub is as if it was Ce-rubya, as a young man; 
in which form it was commonly ſuppoſed the Cherubim were; 
others as Ce-rab, as a maſter; others ks Ce- rub, as a multitude, 
one being as a large multitude. See Pfeifer. Dubia Vexat. 
| cent, 1, loc. 10. p. 27. Hillerus in Onomaſtic. Saer. derives it 


from a word which — to cover, and interprets Cheruh 
go covering. See Ezekiet xxviii. 14 + 


(/ De Vita Myfir, I. 3. p. 668. 


0) Clement. Alex. Stromat. 1. 5. p- 563. geben in p voce 
XipeCru. Hieron. Paulino, bf 3. fol. 3. F. de Nom. Heb. 


in Exod, fol. 98. F. & Comment. in Efaiam. c. 6, 2. Ifidor. 
” Origin, L 7 6. 5. Vide Fromme Diſſert. de — 93. 


opened and explained. 23 
mare of knowledge, both of things natural 
and ſpiritual ; knowledge of themſelves, and 
of their ſtate by nature and by grace, and an 

experience of the work of the Spirit of Gop 
upon their hearts; knowledge of CHRIST, 
his perſon, offices, and grace; knowledge of : 
the ſcriptures, which Timothy knew from & 
child, which are able to make men wiſe to al- 
vation, are profitable for doctrine and in- 
ſtruction, and to fit and furniſh Miniſters 


for the work they are employed in; know-= 
| ledge of the myſteries of grace, of Gov, and. 
of CuR1sT; all which are quite neceſſary = 


them, ſince their buſineſs is to feed men wah 


1 knowledge and underſtanding, and to tram 
them up in it, till they come to the unity of 


ED the faith, to a perfect knowledge of the Son of ” 


Gop, and zo the meaſure of the Rature of the 


 Fulneſs of Chriſt. — 2. Others think the word 5 | 


has the ſignification of might, power, and 

frrength ; in which ſenſe the root of it is uſed 
in the Syrzac language (n): the Miniſters of 
the Goſpel are called ſtrong ; we that are 
- Bw Rom. xv. 1. and they have need of all 


the ſtrength they have, as to bear the infir= 
 mities of weak ſaints, fo the inſults, indignt- 


ties, reproaches and perfecutions of finful 
men; they have need to be ſtrong in the 
grace that is in CHRIST, that they may be 
able to do the duties of their office, and to 
endure hardneſs as good ſoldiers of CHRIST; 
e. „ 27 
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they have need to be ftrong in the Lord, and in 
_ the power of his might, that they may be able 


to wreſtle againſt principalities and powers, the 
rulers of the darkneſs of this world; they ought 


bo obe ſtrong to labour in the word and doc- | 
| trine, to do the work of the Loxp as it ſhould = 


be done: but 250 is ſufficient for theſe things? 
2 3. Others (2) obſerve that the word Che- 


| 2D Tab, by a tranſpoſition of letters, 1s the ſame „ 
ö with Recub, which ſignifies a chariot; in 


which form the Cherubim are ſuppoſed to 


5 hence we read of the chariot of the Cham 


=: Am, 1 Chron. xxviii. 18. and nothing is more 
common in Jewiſh writers than the mercauas 


of Exetel, the chariot ; meaning the Cheru- 


bim, and the living creatures; and the wheels 


1 might be in ſuch a form as to reſemble a cha- 
riot; and thoſe who plead for angels being 


meant by them, with pertinency enough to 


-... men hypotheſis, apply the words in Pſalm 
Ixvili. 17. The chariots of God are twenty thou- 


2 ſand, even thouſands of angels, the Lord is among 


Tk bem as in Sinai. But why may not the Che- ; 
rubim, admitting this ſenſe of the word, be 
applied to the Miniſters of the Goſpel; fince. | 


F = are repreſented as vehicles, as choſen. 
| veſſels to bear the name of Cur1sT, to carry 
and ſpread his Goſpel in the world? and, 
which conveys the mk ſentiment, are ſigni- 
filed by the white horſe on which CurisT is 
— to ſit, and 8⁰ 1 nt, and to con- 
fuer. a 


0 De Dieu in Goa. i ii, 24. Coffe Comment Ebr. p ft. 


for oxen? or ſaith be it altogether for our ſakes? 
for the ſake of us miniſters? for our ele, 710 


duubt, this is 1oritten : and from oxen he catches. 
at once the idea of plowing, and applies it to 
' miniſters, that he that ploweth ſhould plow in 
hope, that! is, of enjoying the fruit of his la- 
bour, 1 Cor. ix. 9, 10. There is a prophecyß 
0 goſpel- times, and of miniſters in them, 
which runs thus, Strangers ſhall fland and fecd 
your locks, and the ſons of the alien ſhall be your 
 #lowmen; that is, Gentiles ſhould be 88 * 
of Chriſtian churches, and feed them as flocks 


(e) Chald. Syr. & Ar. vide Caſtel. ut ſupra. | 
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euer. See Ads ix. 1 5. Rev. vi. 2.— But, 4. 
What 1 am moſt inclined to give into is, 
that the word Cherubim is derived from Ca- 
rab, which in ſome of the eaſtern languages 
ſignifies (o) to plow; and in plowing oxen 
were uſed formerly, and fo they are in fome _ 
places at this day: now not only one of the 
faces of the Cherubim is the face of an ox, _ 
| but that face particularly is called the face of 
the Cherub, as may be obſerved by compar- _ 
ing Ezek.1. 10. with chap. x. 14. See allo 
I Kings vii. 29. So that the Cherubim leemto- . 
have their denomination from this particular 
face of theirs: and that oxen were emblems. _ 
of Miniſtersof Cur1sT, as will be conſidered- 
more particularly hereafter, is evident from 
the apoſtle Paul, who having quoted the law = 
concerning not muzzling the ox when it 
| treads out the corn, adds, Dot. God take care 
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26 The Dodlrine of the Cuxpunim = 
are fed; and that ſome of ſuch who are aliens 
from the commonwealth of Iſrael, ſhould be 


employed in the Lorp's huſbandry, and be 
inſtruments in breaking up the fallow 


ground of mens hearts, and of ſowing the 


feed of the word in them, Ta. Ixi. 5. Ee 
3.) To theſe names of the living creatures wy 
; the Cherubim, may be added that of Seraphim 
in. Iſaiah vl. 2. The Jewiſh writers-(p) are 
generally agreed that the viſions of Iſaiab and 
Exzchiel relate to the ſame thing; and who- 
cuver cloſely compares them, will ſee a hke- _ 
5 neſs between them ; and have no doubt re- 
main, but that the Cherubim and Seraphim . 
7 deſign the ſame perſons : the Miniſters of the 
5 Goſpel may be called by the latter name, 
which ſignifies burning, becauſe of their mi- . 
niſterial gifts, comparable to coals of fire; 
and becauſe of their fervent love to Curisr 
and the ſouls of men, and becauſe of their 


flaming zeal for the caule and intereſt of their : 
i Maſter. 5 


14. ) Tus number of hs links creatures, ; 


: b in the viſions of Ezebrel and Joln, being 
four, as the four chariots and the four ſpirits 
of the heavens, in the viſions of Zechariah, 
chap. vi. 1, 5. may have reſpect to the four . 
parts of the world; the enen . 


goſpel miniſters being to go into all the world, 


2dh, Tar 


Ot T. Bab. Chagigch, fol, 13, . Mat mon, Moreh Nevo- | 
chin Par. 3. c. 6. 


opened and explained. 27 


2dhy, Tux form of the living creatures, and 
the ſeveral parts by which they are deſcribed, 
agree with the miniſters of the word. The 
general form is not agreed upon on all hands: 
ſome think that it inclined moſtly to that of 
the ox orcalf (4); to which they are induced 
by what has been obſerved, the face of the 
cx and of the Cherub being the ſame; and 
ſome (v7) ſuppoſe that the golden calf made by 
Aaron, and the calves of Jeroboam, were made 
after the model of the Cherubim upon the 
mercy-ſeat; but this is without foundation. 
Others ſuppole (5 ) them of a mixed form, 


and that their faces are not to be underſtood _ 


of their faces ſtrictly taken, but of their ge- 


neral forms and appearances ; as that they 
lad the face of a man, the breaſts and mane _ 
of a lion, the ſhoulders and wings of an 


eagle, and the feet of an ox or calf; which 


ſeems not probable : rather the general enn 
- of them was human, and moſt reſembled that, 


except in the parts which are otherwiſe de- A 
ſcribed ; for it is exprefsly ſaid, they bad the 
likeneſs f a man, Ezek. 1. 5, and the Miniſters | 
of the Goſpel are men; they are redeemed 


5 from among men; their buſineſs lies with 


men; they are ſent to teach all nations of 
men, to Preach. the goſpel to every human 
4; D 2 Creature, 


ev Bochart Hicrozoic: par. 1. col. 412, 

(r} Monczus de Vitulo aureo, 1 * 0. 4. GafareÞs unheard 
of Curiofinies, part 1. C. 1. 9 * 

<0) Pradu; and Villaipana. on Bali. 
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28 The Doctrine of the CurrRUBLA 


creature, and to and among the Gentiles he 


 wnſearchable riches of Chriſt. But this will more 


appear by conſidering the ſeveral parts by 


which the living creatures or Cher ubim are 
deſcribed. 


6.0 By their faces, with © are four. 1. 


The face of a man; intimating, that the mi- 
niiſſters of the word ſhould be humane, cour- 
teous, and civil to all men they are concerned 
with; pitiful and compaſſionate to wounded 
EE conſciences, tempted ſouls, troubled and dif- 
treſſed minds, a as well as to backſliders, 1 in re- 
ſtoring them; and be men in underſtanding, 
knowing, rational, wiſe and prudent ; and be 
manly and courageous, quit themſelves like 
men, and be ſtrong and valiant in the cauſe 
and intereſt of their Maſter. . 2. The face 
of a lion, the flrongeſt among beaſts, Prov. xxx. 
8 the ſtrength of miniſters has been hinted Ws 
at already; the lion is remarkable for its bold- 
neſs and intrepidity ; the righteous are faid to be 
bold as a licn, Prov. xxvill. 1. to be bold and 
intrepid, and not fear the faces of men, is a 
proper qualification of the Miniſters of the 
Golpel; ſuch were John and Peter, and the 
apoſtle Paul was not inferior to them in bold- 
_ neſs and courage; though to thew how ne- 
 ceffary ſuch a qualification was, he deſires the 
 Fpbefians to pray for him, that utterance 
might be given him, that he might ohen bis 
mouth boldly to make known the myſtery of 


the goſpel, and therein ſpeak boldly, as he ought 


70 Heal. Epheſ. vi. "9: 20. Yet this was not 


wanting 


O 


opened and explained. 29 
wanting in him, for he elſewhere ſays, Ve 
| avere bold in our God to ſpeak the goſpel of God 
with much contention, 1 Theſſ. ii. 2. — 3. The 
face of an ox; a creature made for labour, 
and when in good ſtate and plight, fit and 
ſtrong for labour, and uſed to be employ= _ 
ed in plowing the ground and treading out 
the corn; and is a fit emblem of goſpel- mi- 
niſters, employed! in tillin 
| dry, plowing the fallow ground of mens 
bearts, and treading out the corn of the 
word for their uſe, labouring ! in the word 
| and doctrine: and it may be an emblem of 
them not only | in labour but in patience; the 
| ox that is accuſtomed to the yoke patiently _ 
bears it; and which is ſeen not only in bear- 
ing the yoke of the miniſtry, but the weak- 
nedſſes of ſaints, and the reproaches of wicked _ 
| men; in meckly inſtructing thoſe that oppoſe tbem- 
ſolves, and in waiting for the fruit and ſucceſs 
of their labours. — 4. The face of an eagle; 
a creature that ſoars high, has a ſtrong and 
| clear ſight, and can look ſtedfaſtly on the 
ſun; it eſpies its prey at a great diſtance, 
ſcents the carcaſs where it is, and gathers it- 
ſelf and its young to it; ; for whereſoever the 
carcaſs is, there cvill the eagles be 1 toge- 
ther, Matt. xxiv. 28. and fitly repreſents gol- 
pel-miniſters, who have a clear light into the 
ſublime myſteries of grace, and ice things 
which eye has not ſeen, the vulture's eye, tage 
moſt ſharp-ſighted among carnal men; and 
| who make it their bulinels to preach a lain 
crucified oa 


g Gop's huſban- 
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Arete Cuk IST, and direct ſouls to him WE 
feed by faith upon him; we preach Chriſt cru- 
cited, &c. 1 Cor. i. 23. and li. 2. — 6. Theſe 
faces were ſtretched upwards, for ſo the 
words may be rendered in Ezet. i. 11. thus 
their faces and their wings were flretched up- 
_ wards; towards heaven; ſignifying that Miniſ- 
ters of the Goſpel look upwards to CHRIST | 
in heaven for freſh ſupplies of gifts and grace, 
an increaſe of light and knowledge, of wiſ- 
dom and ſtrength, to fit them more for their 
work, and to enable them to perform it; be- 
ing ſenſible that without him, his grace and 
ſtrength, they can do nothing; but through 


„ ſtrengthning them they can do all Tings, ” 
Fanz. 


(2. ) Tue living creatures 8 are the Che 


. rubim are deſcribed by their eyes; particular- 
41 ly ; in John's viſion of them, where they are 
| faid to be Full of eyes, befire and behind, and 
within, Rev. iv. 6, 8. ſee alſo Ezekzel x. 12. 
- = eye is the light of the body, and what the 


eye is to the natural body, the miniſters are 


to the church, the body of CuRIST J; yea they 

are the light of the 5 and if the eye be in- 

ge, if miniſters be ſincere and have a fingle Þ 
view to the glory of CuR1sT and the good 
of ſouls, the whole body will be full of light, 
the church will be illuminated by them, Matt. 
v. 14. and vi. 22. they are Argos-like, have 


many eyes; and they have need of all they 


Have to look into the ſacred nar rn | 


MS... 


find knowledge of great and excellent things; 
but theſe eſcape the ſight of all but thoſe who 


8 8 themſelves, and to the flocks committed to 


| doctrine, that it be wholeſome, pure and in- 
corrupt; and to their lives and converſation, 


: and alfo to eſpy dangers, and give warning 
* and notice of them, ariſing whether from 
! without or from within; to look diligently 


ol immorality and profaneneſs, ſpring up in 


opened and explained. | 31 


are a ſealed book to learned and unlearned 
men, deſtitute of the Spirit of CyR1sT ; only 
to be looked into ſo as to be under ſtood by 

ſach who have their eyes enlightened, their 
underſtandings opened by CuRIST, as were 
the diſciples; the ſcriptures are to be dili- 
gently ſearched into, and explored for the 
rich treaſure that is in them; and thoſe that 
ſearch into them, as for hid treaſure, ſhall 


have ſpiritual eyes to ſee. Miniſters of the | 
Goſpel had need to be fall of eyes, to look to 


them; to take the overſight of them, and feed 
them with the words of faith and ſound doc- 
trine; to take heed to themſelves and to their 


that they give no offence to Few nor Gen- . 
tile, nor the church of Gop, that the miniſ- 
try may not be blamed and render ed uſeleſs; 5 


left any roo! of bitterneſs, of error or hereſy, or 


the churches, and trouble ſome and defile 
others; and to watch againſt falſe teachers, 
and to 'be careful to keep up the diſcipline of ©: 
CuRisT's houſe. They have, as they ſhould 
have, —— —— and vebind ; eyes behind, to 
a oblerve 


32 The Drarine of the CurRUBIM 


_ obſerve things paſt, the fulfilment of prophe- 
ſies, promiſes, and types in CHRIST; before, 
to look to predictions yet to be fulfilled re- 
lating to the church and kingdom of Go; 
bebind them, to watch againſt Satan, who goes 
about ſeeking whom he may devour, and who comes 


2 upon the back of them at an unawares; and 


5 before them, to watch over the flocks they have ” 


the overſight of; behind them, to the twenty 


four elders, the members of the churches to 
whom they miniſter, ſo ſituated with reſpect 
to the four living creatures; and before them, 
to the throne of Gop and the Lamb, on 


whom is their dependence, from whom they 5 
expect ſupplies, and whoſe glory they are con- 


cerned for: and they have alſo eyes within, to 
ook into the ſinfulneſs and corruption of 
their nature, and which is a means of keep- 


ing them humble under all their attainments, 


gifts and uſefulneſs; and into the ſtate and 
FE” caſe of their own ſouls, and their inward ex- 
perience; which qualifies them to ſpeak to the 
caſes of others, and by which they can make 


better judgment of the truth of doctrines, 
having a witneſs of them within themſelves; 
and to look into the treaſure that is put in- 


to them, in order to bring forth from thence 
things new and old, both for the profit and 
Pome of thole that hear them. i 
(.) Tux living creatures, or Cherubim, = 
are deſcribed by their wings. The Cheru- 
oy bim over the merey- eat had wings, but how 
a 9 0 ; 1 


bal and explained. Bhs 33 


many is not expreſſed; but it is the opinion 
of ſome (7) both ancient and modern, that 
5 they had ſix, and ſo many had the Seraphim 


in aiab's viſion, chap. vi. 2. and the ſame 


number had the living creatures in Exeiel's 


viſion; for though they are ſaid to have four, 


Vow, 1. 6, yet not four only ; from ver. 1 5 : 
, It ſeems as if they had two more, and it 


i is certain the living creatures in Job's viſion = 


had fix, Rev. iv. 8. and, 1. With two of them 
particularly they flew, as Jjaab's Seraphim 


did; which in miniſters denote their ſwift- 


5 neſs, readineſs and chearfulnels to do the work j 


"Of Gov. to miniſter the word, and to admi- 
© niſter ordinances, to viſit the members of 


churches when needful, and. do all good ” 


ce.eys for the ſaints, that ke i in their power. The 


Greek verſion of Ezehbze! i. 7. is, therr feet were 
_ winged; expreſſive of the ſame thing, particu- 


WE of their readineſs to preach the goſpel, 5 


their feet being  ſhod with the preparation of 


5 goſpel of peace ; and for the ſame reaſon, a 


ſett of goſpel-miniſters are repreſented by an 
angel flying in the midſt of heaven, having 


— everlaſting goſpel to preach to all nations, . 


Rev. xlv. 6.— 2. With other two wings they 
covered their faces; miniſters, ſenſible of the 
< purity and holineſs of Gop, and the ſpiritu- 

ality of his law, in compar ifon of which they 
ſee themſelves unholy, carnal and fold hope to 

| 2 in, 


= 8 Alex. Stramat, 1. 5, p. ada. Fortunat, Seac- L 
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fin, bluſh at their fins and imperfections, and 
are conſcious of their unworthineſs to be em- 
ployed in ſuch ſervice; Fenn upon them- 
| ſelves to be leſs than the leaſt of all ſaints, 
the chief of ſinners, and unfit to be miniſters 
of the word; and are aſhamed of their poor 
Boz and acknowledge that they . 
ave nothing but what they have received, 


and therefore have nothing to glory of at ; 


| beſt, = 3. With other two wings the living 


creatures covered their feet; however beau- 


tiful the feet of goſpel-miniſters may appear 


to others, to whom they come running with 


the good tidings of peace, life, righteouſneſs, 


and ſalvation by CHRIST ; yet they, ſenſible 


of their deficiencies, confeſs, that having 
done all they can, and in the beſt manner 


two of their wings, but Ezekzel's living crea- 
8 chap. i. 11, 23. —_— 4. Their wings were | 
etched upwards, ver. 11. ſo miniſters look 
whence are all their expectations of grace to 
ſucceſs in it: and their wings were alſo join- 
e one to another; that is, the wings of one liv- 


ing creature to that of another; denoting 


mutual aſſiſtance to one another, their con- 
ern 


they could, they are but unprofitable ſervants. = 
80 Iſniab's Seraphim covered their feet with 


| tures covered their bodies with them, ane 
| ſeem to have made uſe of four for that pur- 
towards heaven, up towards CuR1sT, from 


2 them to perform their work, and of all! 


miniſters affection to each other, their giving 


opened. and AY 5 5 


cern in the ſame work of the Lox, preach- 
ing the ſame truths, and adminiſtring the 
ſame ordinances, having the ſame zeal for 
the glory of Gop, love to CHRISHö and to 
the ſouls of men, and being of the ſame mind 
and judgment; and eſpecially they will be ſo 
in the latter day, when they l fee eye to eye, 


lla. li. 8.—5. The found of their wings 1s 
worthy of notice, and is repeated once and 


again, that it might be obſerved, ſaid to be 
like the noiſe of great waters ; as the voice of the 
_ almighty, when be ſpeaketh, chap. 1. 44. 0.14. 


and x. 5. which is no other than the goſpel _ ö 


miniſtred by them, a joyful ſound, a ſound - 


bol love, grace and mercy, peace, righteouſneſs - 
— falvation ; and which, like the found of 
waters, was heard at a diftance, when by the 


Bo miniſtry of the apoſtles it went into all the 


cearth; the voice of CHRIST, and which is the 
5 goſpel alſo, is compared to the fame, Rev. i. 
15. for its rapidity and force, under a divine 

influence; and which is not the voice, ſound, 15 
and word of man, but of Gop himſelf; which — 
appears by its powerful effects on the hearts 


bY of ſaints and ſinners, when attended with a 


divine energy; and indeed it is the Lord 1 
| __ Gov almighty that ſpeaks in miniſters, ang Þ 
ſpeaks powerfully by them, 1 Teel. ii. 5 jc 


TLRs 3, Cor. XU. 3. 


(4.) Tarss living creatures, or the Chad 


bim, are deſcribed by having the bands of + * 3 


8 man under thetr Wings on their four fi 5 des, TOR 
E 2 „ 1. Os 
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13-8. and x. 8. this denotes the activity of 
*goſpel-miniſters, who have not only the 
theory and knowledge of things, but are 
men of practice and buſineſs ; they have 
much work to do all around ay, on every 
fide; preaching the goſpel, adminiſtring or- 
dinances, viſiting their people, praying with 
them, and giving them counſel and advice, 
inſtruction and exhortation, when needful; 
and they have hands to work with and 
ſtrength given them, and which they em- 
ploy, and are Pedfaſt and immoveable, always 


 abounding. in the work of the Lord; and they 


do it with judgment, acting like men of un- 
derſtanding and reaſon: and their hands be- 


ing under their wings, ſhew, that beſides their 
Public work they do much in private, in their 


ſtudies and cloſets, in meditation and prayer, 


Where, no eye ſees them but the eye of Lon N 


and alſo in private houſes, where they pray, 


ünſtruct, counſel and adviſe, as the nature of 


caſes that preſent require; and whatever they 


1 whether in private or public, they do it > 


not to be ſeen of men; or in an oſtentatious 


Way, as the Scribes 4 Phariſees; they boaſt 
not of their own. performances; 5 they aſcribe 
All to the grace of Gop which is with them, 
and own that it is by that they are what they 5 


are, and do what they do; ſuch is their mo- 


_ deſty and humility which chis e 18 ex. 
: Pe. bf Ee 


6 ) Tar 


PR) and . 27 


(65 9 Tux living creatures, or Cherubim, 
are deleribedd by their feet, which are ſaid to 


be ftraigly; and with them hey wwent every one — 


 ftraight forward, and they turned not when they 

went, Ezek. 1. 105 9, 12. they made ſtraight 
paths for their feet, and went not into crook- 
ed paths; they turned not, neither to the 

right hand nor the left; their eyes looked 
right on, and their eyelids right before them, 


and ſteered their courſe accordingly : thus 1 
| faithful miniſters of the word walk upright= 


ly. according to the truth of the goſpel, ane : 


go in the paths of truth and righteouſneſs ; 


and neither turn to error on the one hand. 


nor to immorality on the other; and having ES” 
put their hand to the plough of the goſpel, _ 


| neither look back nor turn back; for A ; 


that do fo are not fit for the kingdom of 
| Gop, Luke ix. 62. Moreover, it is ſaid of | 
the living creatures, the Cherubim, that 2% 


ſole of their feet was like the fole of a calves 
foot; round, the hoof divided and fit for tread- 


ing out the corn, and which is more firm and 


N ſure than the ſole of a man's foot, which is 
apt to ny * and turn aſide ; and ſo may de- 


note the firmneſs, ſteadineſs, and conſtancy. : 
of faithful miniſters in their work, particu- 


S larly in treading out the corn of the word for 8 


the nouriſhment of ſouls to whom they n 


| niſter: and it is alſo added of the Cherubim, 


: 2 their feet — like the colour of bur= _ 
. "ww 5 
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38 The Doctrine of the CutRUBIM + 
-niſbed braſi; which may not only fi if the 
7 whos firmneſs of inder ere 7 
under all the weight of work and ſufferings, 
expreſſed by braſs; ſo CRRIST s feet are fad 
to be like unto fine braſs, as if they burned in a 
Furnace, Rev. 1. 15. but alſo the brightneſs of 
their converſations, and the ſhining purity 
and holineſs of their lives; and when the 
5 light of their works, as well as of their doc- 
5 BP. ſhine before men, they look as bright 


liſhed braſs, and become examples of 


9 the eliewer, i in word, in converſation, in charity, 
in ſpirit, in faith, in purity, 1 Tim. iv. 12. 
Moreover, the living creatures were dice 
by the Spirit, whither the Spirit was to go, they 
wen, Ezek. i. 12, 20. fo, as the Propl «ts 
__the Old Teſtament ſpake as they were mov- 
cd by the holy Ghoſt, the Miniſters of the 
New Teſtament are led by the Spirit, and 
guided by him in their miniſtrations into all 
truth as Git is in JEsus; as well as. they a - 
influenced by him in their converſations, to 
| walk as becomes the goſpel of CRT; and 
0 ” 155 are qualified by him with his gifts 


1515 races for the work of the miniſtry, ſo 
poſes of them where he pleaſes, and 


2 A. them overſeers of ſuch and ſuch flocks 
in ſuch and ſuch places, according to his 
will; and they go as they are led by him, 
5 where he has a work for them to do. A FF 

; maykable inſtance of this ke 1 in Ho xvi. 6 


oßened and explained. 39 
ro. where the apoſtles were forbid by the 
holy Ghoſt preaching in one country; and, 
aſſaying to go into another, the Spirit ſuffer- ; 
ald them not; but they were directed to ſteer 
their courſe another way, and to another 
| place, where ſouls were to be converted, and 
2 goſpel- church planted. Once more; when = 
and where the living creatures went, the 
wheels went; and according to the motion 
and poſition of the one, were the motion and 
pPoſition of the other: oben the living creatures 
went, the wheels went by them; and when the liv- 
ing creatures were lift up from the earth, le 
| wheels were lift up; when thoſe went, theſe wentz, 
and when thoſe ſtood, theſe ſtood, Ezek. i A 
and x. 16, 17. the wheels ſignify the church- 
es; and where there is the miniſtry of the 
word by the living creatures, the miniſters _ 
of the goſpel, there generally churches are 
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raiſed and formed by them; and as the mi- - 


niſtry of the word is continued or removed, 
55 ſo i is a church- ſtate fixed or changed; it is 
in this way and by this means that the can- 
dleſtick is either continued or removed out 
bol its place: and it may be obſerved in his 
viſion, agreeable to this, that when the four 
living creatures gave glory ro Gop, the four 
and twenty elders fell down before him and 
- worſhipped him, Rev. iv. 9, 10. and v. 14. 
Miniſters begin the worſhip of Gop, move 
wy firſt! in acts o On; and then the "= 5 
15 and 


We” 
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2 the members of them follow and join 
with them; and as they receive their doc- 
trine, and are guided by them in matters of 

wWorſhip, ſo they copy after them in their 
converſations: and, generally ſpeaking, 1 
miniſters be, churches are; if miniſters have 

- Taiſed affections and elevated frames, ſo it 

often is with the churches, and the members 

of them, that ſit under their miniſtrations; 
if miniſters are active and lively, the churches 
are ſo too; but if dull, indolent, and inactive, 
. church members; if miniſters are evan-„ 
gelical in their preaching, ſo are the people 
dtuhat hear them; but if they miniſter in a 
legal manner, of the ſame complexion, ſpirit 


and . will the members and hearers 5 


6 : Tur living creatures, « or Charabim, 5 


1 55 455 deſcribed by the appearance of them, 55 i 


burning coals, and Jike lamps, Ezek. 1.-13, 1 


Miniſters of the goſpel may be thus . 


ac, becauſe of their miniſterial gifts; the ex,. 
3 aordinary gifts of the Spirit: are ſignified by 
daaabven vongues as of fire, Acts 11. 3. and ordi- 


nary gifts for the miniſtry are repreſented as 


coals of fire, which are to be ſtirred up and 
eenflamed, and not lie 1 0 . 1 
; quenched, 2 Tim. i. 6. 1 Theſſ. v. 1 And 5 
the Cherubim or miniſters may be * forth 


hereby, becauſe of the clear light of truth 


LE that ſhines 1 in them, and becauſe of their ar- 


dent 9 


„ : 


+4 I 


opened and TY 4:2 41 "I 
dent love, to Cur15T and the ſouls of men, 


which js one qualification for the miniſtry ; 
hence ſays CHRIS T to Peter, when he had 
- affirmed | once and again that he loved him; 
appealed to his omniſcience for the truth 
5 of! it, Feed my lambs , feed 1 my ſheep, John xxr. 
1 16, 17. intimating, that ſuch a lover of 5 
hum was a fit perſon to feed the flock or 
church of God; eyen one whoſe love is fo 
andent that he coals thereof are coal of fire, = 
| avbich bath a moſt. vehement flame, that many 
wWuaatlers cannot quench; even waters of afflitions, 
7” reproaches, perſecutions, and ſufferings for 
the ſake of CHRIST and his goſpel : and bx 
cCoals of fire may they be deſcribed becauſe of 
their burning zeal for the glory of Gop and 
nj the intereſt of a Redeemer; hence they 5 
die called Seraphim, fiery or burning, as be- 
„ fore e obſerved; and it is not unuſual for mi- 
. niſters of the goſpel to be compared to lamps; 
the apol les are called the lights or lamps of 
5 the World; and John the Baptiſt was a hin- 
ing and burning light or lamp; and ſo others 
bave been, holding forth the word eee 
5 and life to men: and whereas it is ſaid that _ 
BY the fire, went up and down among the living. 
creatures, this is true of the word of GD,, 


compared to fire, Jer. xx. A's and xxili. 29. by 

Which the minds 4 miniſter 

he hearts warmed, and are filled Alt zeal 

oo Goo, and become the 1 means of efilight- 
£4 8 e DOR ning 


s are enlightned, | 
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ning and warming others; which fire wat © 
bright, clear, as the word of God is; and 
cut of the fire went forth lightning ; ; denoting 
the quick and penetrating efficacy of the 
5 3 and the P dden increaſe of the king- 4 
dom and intereſt of CHRIST by it, which 
. lightning has been ſpread from eaſt to 
wWeſt. Thus have I opened and explained 
the doctrine of the Cherubim in the beſt 
manner I could, and have ſhewn the agree= 
ment and correſpondence n them and 5 
te Miniſters of the Goſpel. 588 


3 now, my . OT) theſe em- 7 
= you may diſcern what is your princ 
poual work and buſineſs as a Mmiſter of the 
Boſpel; that it is to preach ſalvation DF -- 
CnkISsT, the doctrines of pardon by his 
blood, of juſtification by his righteouſneſs, 5 
and of atonement and ſatisfaction for ſin by 

his ſacrifice, with other truths of the Goſpel; N 
that you are to be laborious in this work, — 

_ diligent and induſtrious, conſtant and im- 
- moveable in it; that you are to be bold and : 
0 Intrepid 1 in it, not fearing the faces of men; 
and to be watchful over yourſelf and others 
lihat are your charge; to be tender and com- 

: paſſionate to all in diſtreſs, whether of body, 
mind or eſtate, and to be humane in your 

deportment to all; that you are to walk up- 
Aab, and be an example to the 3 in 
n 


_ opened and explained. 43 

your life and converſation; that you are to 

: fook up to heaven for freſh ſupplies of grace 

do carry you through your miniſtrations in 
all the branches of it; and through the whole 


_ expreſs fervent love to CHRIS and the _—_ 


of men, and a zeal for his glory: and may 


you be a ſhining and burning light in your 
day and generation, and ſucceſsful in the 


Work of the Lok p, and have many to be 


pour joy and crown of rejoicing at the com- 


| ing of CunisT. | 
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